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Hon. Members of Parliament 

Religious leaders  

Resident City Commissioner, Jinja City 

Resident District Commissioner, Jinja District 

Mayor, Jinja City 

LCV Chairperson and the district leadership team 

City Clerk 

Chief Administrative Officer and the technical team 

Distinguished participants 

Ladies and gentlemen 

Good afternoon to you all. 

It is my honour and privilege to address the Busoga community as the Bank 

of Uganda hands over the renovated facilities at Budondo Health Centre IV 

because it is such health facilities that give us optimism about the future of 

maternal and child health in Uganda.  

BoU prioritises maternal and child health because while Uganda has over, 

the years recorded progress in the health sector, maternal and child health 

continues to pose formidable challenges for the country. Compared to 

national averages, the situation in the Busoga sub-region, calls for even 

more support. 

For instance, national neonatal mortality stands at 27 deaths per 1,000 live 

births but in the Busoga region, it is 28 deaths per 1000 live births. The 

average national infant mortality is 43 deaths per 1000 live births birth, 

while in the Busoga region it is 53 deaths out of 1000 live births. Regarding 

maternal health, figures indicate that while 336 mothers out of 100,000 live 

births die annually due to childbirth complications, for the Busoga sub-

region, the figure is 448 mothers. 
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The national performance on the targets for both maternal and child health 

can be improved by the provision of extra care to the mothers during 

pregnancy and delivery as well as to the at-risk children.  

The BoU board, management and staff together with well-wishers and 

stakeholders believe that every woman and child has a right to good health 

care provided in a well-equipped health facility. Inspired by the spirit of 

Ubuntu (the belief in a universal bond of sharing that connects all of 

humanity) we are committed to doing our part in fostering the 

development of not just Uganda’s financial economy but the health 

economy too.  

Accordingly, we resolved to work with the respective district 

administrations to support the rehabilitation and equipping of eligible 

health centres in the locations that host BoU’s branches and centres around 

the country.  

It is through such gestures that the Bank appreciates and reciprocates the 

hospitality of the respective areas where it has a footprint around the 

country.  

As you are aware, the Busoga sub-region hosts a BoU branch in Jinja. In 

reciprocating the community’s hospitality, BoU has worked with the 

leadership of Busoga to rehabilitate and equip Budondo Health Centre IV, 

which we are handing over to the community today.  

Ladies and gentlemen, furthermore, BoU has sustained the corporate social 

investment in health centres since 2016 to date in line with our mandate 

which according to the Bank of Uganda Act is to “where appropriate, 

participate in the economic growth and development programmes”.  

I would like to bring your attention to the fact that one of the ways that the 

people of Uganda can enable BoU to contribute even more to the 

community is by moving away from cash payments to e-payments such as 

mobile money and electronic funds transfers. This would enable BoU to 

reduce on the costs of printing and managing currency and in so doing will 
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be able to allocate a larger portion of the bank’s savings towards 

development programmes such as this. 

The National Development Plan III targets for Uganda to reduce mortality of 

the under 5-year-olds from 64 deaths per 1,000 live births to 30 deaths per 

1,000 live births by 2025; and to drop maternal mortality from 336 deaths 

per 100,000 live births to 299 deaths per 100,000 live births by 2025.  

It will take the participation of all stakeholders to achieve these targets and 

the BoU is actively playing its part, such as through the investment we have 

undertaken here jointly with the  Busoga region administration in Budondo. 

The achievement recorded here today is part of our contribution to the 

socio-economic transformation of our country from a peasant to modern 

and prosperous society.  

We are optimistic that this centre will enhance the availability of quality 

health services in the Budondo sub-county and help to reduce maternal and 

child mortality in Jinja City going forward. 

And on that note, it is now my privilege and honour to officially hand over 

the rehabilitated Budondo Health Centre IV together with some medical 

equipment and supplies to the management and staff of the centre, the 

Budondo community, and the Busoga community leadership. 

Thank you for listening to me. 


